Sri Ayati’s Legacy
Artist: John van der Sterren
Oil on Canvas, 200 x 130 cm., 2006



Sri Ayati’s Legacy—
The Vision of Indonesia’s Founding Fathers

When does a tale become a myth? Perhaps, when it expresses
profound values that motivate and unite humanity, thus
lending it universal appeal.

Born in Tegal, Central Java, in 1919, Sri Ayati moved with her
parents to Jakarta as a young child. An avid student of
literature, she became involved in radio broadcasting and
poetry during the Japanese occupation and the revolutionary
era that followed.

Renowned for her beauty, Sri Ayati’s rejection of his
advances—and decision to marry a young doctor named
Soeparno—Ied Chairil Anwar to compose one of his famous
poems, Senja di Pelabuhan Kecil (Twilight at a Small
Harbor), which he dedicated to Sri Ayati.

When the Dutch reoccupied Jakarta, Sri Ayati and her
husband left to join the revolutionary forces then waging a
guerilla struggle from the forests of Banten, with their
headquarters and military hospital in Sarang. Once,
approached by Dutch officers who asked why she and her
husband did not join their side, Sri Ayati replied, “Had the
Germans not been defeated, would you be content to remain
beneath their rule?”

“Of course not,” the Dutch replied.

A friend of both Soekarno and Mohammad Hatta, Sri Ayati
once told the artist, John van der Sterren, something that Hatta
had confided to her amidst the political turmoil of the early
1950s. While he and Soekarno had major differences on many
issues, there was one point on which they wholeheartedly



